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Goal
BMBFA’s goal is to have a national impact on the reduction of racial disparities

in breastfeeding success for black families.



Mission
BMBFA’s mission is to reduce racial inequities in breastfeeding support for black

families.



Value Proposition
BMBFA’s value proposition is to optimize the first food experience for black

families through direct service, education, and advocacy.



Vision
BMBFA envisions positive cultural sentiments about breastfeeding, multi-

generational breastfeeding support and encouragement within black families
and neighborhoods.



Aim

BMBFA aims to build foundational networks of support, and strengthen systems
to overcome historical, societal and social barriers to breastfeeding success.



Objectives

BMBFA’s objective is to provide education, valuable resources and ongoing
support to black families and public/private agencies that service these

families.

Contact information:
 19750 Burt Rd., Ste. 205 

Detroit,MI 48219
www.BMBFA.org
info@BMBFA.org

(800) 313-6141

Company Overview

BMBFA is a non-profit 501 (c)3 tax-exempt organization.
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https://www.instagram.com/bmbfa/
https://www.facebook.com/BMBFA
https://twitter.com/bmbfa
https://www.youtube.com/user/BMBFAssociation


October 3, 2022

Dear Attendees,
 
Welcome to Black Mothers’ Breastfeeding Association's 2022 Virtual Road Trip:
Birth & Breastfeeding Conference. We are excited to have you join us on this
journey throughout the nation's Black birth & breastfeeding experience. Together,
we dig deep into the following themes; Disaster Preparedness; Black Founder’s
Corner; Data, Research & Technology; Breastfeeding Groups & Peer Counselors;
and Community-based Doulas.  

The Conference aims to unravel the intricacies of cultural and regional nuances of
birth and breastfeeding support for Black families. To do so, we have gathered a
diverse and esteemed group of experts representing health systems, communities,
governmental and public health agencies throughout the 5 regional areas of the
United States. Each expert brings an insightful perspective that moves us closer to
more satisfying birth & breastfeeding outcomes for Black families.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the development of this conference
including our board of directors, staff, families, attendees, volunteers, presenters,
producers, supporters and sponsors.

Best,
Wilma Taylor-Costen
Board President

Kiddada Green, MAT
Founding Executive Director

WELCOME

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG
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WILMA TAYLOR COSTEN
Madame President

VICTORIA WASHINGTON
Treasurer

YOLANDA JACK
Board Member At-large

MALIKAH GARNER
Mommy Ambassador At-Large

TRACY CHAPMAN
Secretary

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
{Click each name to read full bio}

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG
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http://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/wilma-taylor-costen/
http://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/victoria-washington/
http://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/yolanda-jack-2/
http://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/malikah-garner/
http://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/tracy-chapman/


Thematic Tracks

Disasters such as the COVID-19
pandemic, hurricanes, resource

hoarding, and the infant formula
shortage have had a devastating

impact on breastfeeding. Learn how
communities are preparing for and
managing both the expected and

unexpected.

Disaster Preparedness

Data, research, and stories are used to
develop a deeper understanding of

Black maternal-child-health. Describe
opportunities for and practical uses of

data, research, and stories.

Data, Research & Storytelling

Many solutions to the alarming crisis in
Black maternal-child-health are

derived from one’s own experiential
knowledge. Black founders and

creators explain the ways that their
companies, products, and innovations

improve maternal-child-health
outcomes.




Black Founder's Corner

Peer breastfeeding support among
people of similar sociocultural

backgrounds has been shown to lead
to more favorable breastfeeding

outcomes. Explore models, practices,
and impacts of peer-to-peer

breastfeeding support in group and
one-on-one settings.




Breastfeeding Groups &
Peer Counseling Community-based Doulas

From direct community-based doula
care to Medicaid policy

implementation and pilots, there has
been a growing awareness and

demand for doula services. Explore the
field of doula work through policy,

practice, and advocacy.

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG
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Regional Tracks

Midwest

Michigan, Ohio,  North Dakota,  South Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Iowa,

Missouri ,  Wisconsin,  I l l inois ,  and Indiana.

Southeast

Colorado, Texas,  New Mexico,  Oklahoma, Louisiana,  and Arkansas.

Northeast
Pennsylvania,  New York,  New Jersey,  Connecticut,  New Hampshire,  Rhode Island,

Maine,  Massachusetts,  and Vermont.

Kentucky,  Tennessee,  North Carolina,  South Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,

and Mississippi.

Southwest

California,  Alaska,  Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona, Hawaii ,  and Guam.

West

National
BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG
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Conference Agenda
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CELEBRITY  GUEST
Angela Lewis 
Birth Village | Founder
Snowfall F/X 

12:45 pm-1:20 pm

Monesha Woods, MA , Dr. Wilma Taylor Costen & Kiddada Green, MAT
Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association

WELCOME/OPENING REMARKS 12 pm-12:15 pm

REST
Guided Meditation 
Sokhna Heathyre Mabin

2:45 pm - 3:15 pm

CONFERENCE SESSIONS 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm
Black Founders Tale All 
Kiddada Green, MAT & Monesha Woods, MA | Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 12:15 pm-12:45 pm
Jaye Clement, MPH, MPP
Director of Community Health Programs & Strategies Community
Health, Equity & Wellness | Henry Ford Health 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
Providing Breastfeeding/Postpartum Support for Black Sickle Cell 
Birthing Persons in Disaster Preparedness and Response
Adrian Jones | UW Health/March for Moms

Diversifying Birthwork, Improving Breastfeeding Outcomes
Esther McCant, CD, CLC, HBCE | Metro Mommy Agency

It Takes a Village
Emerald Clark, C.B.E. | Team Pink - It Takes a Village

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

4:45 pm - 5:15 pm

5:15 pm - 5:45 pmStories the Body Tells - Honoring Loss into Life
Laurel Gourrier & Danielle Jackson | Birth Stories in Color

3:30 pm - 5:45 pm

MEET-UPS
Regional Meet-Ups

Breastfeeding Peer Counselors

Black Founder's Corner

6 pm - 6:30 pm

7:10 pm - 7:40 pm

6:40 pm - 7:10 pm

6 pm - 7:40 pm

VIS IT  SPONSORS &  EXHIBITORS 2:30 pm - 2:45 pm

VIS IT  SPONSORS &  EXHIBITORS 1:20 pm - 1:30 pm
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VIS IT  SPONSORS &  EXHIBITORS 10:30 am - 10:45 am

REST 2:45 pm-3:25 pm

VIS IT  SPONSORS &  EXHIBITORS 2 pm - 2:15 pm

WELCOME 10:55 am - 11 am
Monesha Woods, MA | Conference Host

MORNING VIBE  -  BMBFA PLAYLIST 10:45 am - 10:55 am
Crystal Tennille Irby | Conference Producer

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
The CinnaMoms Experience: Elevating Data and Research through
Storytelling
K'Lynn Mitchell, RDN & Ronietra Stewart, RDN, IBCLC | CinnaMoms - PHFE WIC

Birth & Breastfeeding Institute Info Session
Kiddada Green, MAT & Victoria Reese, MPA, CPC
| Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association

CDC’s Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies (IYCF-E) Toolkit
Erica Anstey, PhD, MA, CLC & Lauren O'Connor, MPH, CLC 
| Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

11 am - 12 pm

12:15 pm - 12:45 pm

1 pm - 2 pm

The Voice of the Community
Robena Hill, Marya Ferguson, Ahrina Lockett,  Tiana Rogers & LaTara Vernor 
| Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association 

11 am - 2 pm

CONFERENCE SESSIONS 2:15 pm - 2:45 pm
Celebrating and Understanding Community Based Doulas
Eboni Williams, CD & Amber Pendergraph-Leak, CD, CHW, CMA, CLC
| BirthMatters

CONT... 9
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BMBFA BOARD OF  DIRECTORS -  MEET  &  GREET
Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association Board of Directors 

6:15 pm- 7:15 pm

CONFERENCE SESSIONS

Better Together: Paternal Involvement Aligned with Maternal Child Health
Continuum
Kenn Harris |  National Institute for Children's Health Quality (NICHQ) & Wesley
Bugg | Reaching Our Sisters Everywhere (ROSE) & Reaching Our Brothers
Everywhere (ROBE) 

Building an Infrastructure for Infant Nutrition Security
Amelia Psmythe Seger| U.S. Breastfeeding Committee (USBC)

Navigating Category 4s during Covid: Lessons Learned about Infant 
Feeding During Emergencies in Louisiana from Hurricanes Laura & Ida
Tyra Gross, PhD, MPH | Xavier University of Louisiana & Malaika Ludman | Birthmark Doulas

4:15 pm - 5:15 pm

5:30 pm - 6 pm

Magical Milk: Why Representation Matters in Children's Books
Nasheeda Pollard, MPH, IBCLC | Lactation Goddess

11 am - 2 pm

AFTERNOON VIBE  -  BMBFA PLAYLIST 3:25 pm - 3:30 pm
Crystal Tennille Irby | Conference Producer

ENTERTAINMENT -  COMEDIAN 3:30 pm - 4 pm
Shannon Strong

MEET-UPS

Themed Tracks 
Birthworker/Doula

7:30 pm- 8 pm

1
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VIS IT  SPONSORS &  EXHIBITORS 10:30 am - 10:45 am

VIS IT  SPONSORS &  EXHIBITORS 1 pm - 1:15 pm

WELCOME 10:55 am - 11 am
Monesha Woods, MA | Conference Host

MORNING VIBE  -  BMBFA PLAYLIST 10:45 am - 10:55 am
Crystal Tennille Irby | Conference Producer

ENTERTAINMENT -  DJ 2:15 pm - 3:15 pm
DJ Rere

BLACK BREASTFEEDING CAUCUS -  MEET  &  GREET
Black Breastfeeding Caucus Committee Co-chairs

3:30 pm- 5 pm

CLOSING CEREMONY
Kiddada Green, MAT & Monesha Woods, MA | Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association

5:15 pm- 5:30 pm

CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS/CONNECTIONS
Crystal Tennille Irby | Conference Producer

6 pm- 7 pm

CONFERENCE SESSIONS

Building a Model of Care that Reduces Maternal Mortality by Recognizing
the Full Value of Lactation Consultants, Birthworkers and Allied Health
Professionals
Melissa Hanna, JD, MBA | Mahmee

Impact of Racism and Discrimination on Health Outcomes for Pregnant
Black Women
Celestine Ofori-Parku | University of California, San Francisco

Healthy Start Supplement: Community-Based Doulas
Rochelle Logan DrPH, MPH, CHES & Simone Esho, MPH | Health
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 

11 am - 11:30 am

11:45 am - 12:15 pm

11 am - 1 pm

12:30 pm - 1 pm

CONFERENCE SESSIONS 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm
Breastfeeding Education, Support, and Promotion: Pennsylvania's Story
Dottie Schell, BS, RN, CLC, CBE & Devon Gillinger, MPH, CHES, CLC
| PA Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics

Making Connections: Breastfeeding Peer Support in Community, Clinical, and
Virtual Space
Kiddada Green, MAT & Erica Davis | Black Mothers' Breastfeeding Association 
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Speakers
{Click each name to read full bio}

Kiddada Green, M.A.T.
Black Mothers' 

Breastfeeding Association

Emerald Clark, C.B.E.

Team Pink - It Takes a Village

Wesley Bugg
Reaching Our Sisters Everywhere (ROSE) &

Reaching Our Brothers Everywhere (ROBE) 

Erica Davis
Black Mothers' 

Breastfeeding Association

Tyra Gross, PhD, MPH
Xavier University of Louisiana

Erica Anstey, PhD, MA, CLC
Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC)

Robena Hill
Black Mothers' 

Breastfeeding Association

Simone Esho, MPH
Health Resources and

 Services Administration (HRSA) 

Laurel Gourrier

Birth Stories in Color

Melissa Hanna, JD, MBA
Mahmee

Kenn Harris
National Institute for Children's

 Health Quality (NICHQ)

Devon Gilinger, MPH, CHES, CLC

PA Chapter American Academy 
of Pediatrics

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG

https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/kiddada-green-m-a-t-2/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/emerald-clark-c-b-e/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/wesley-bugg/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/erica-davis-2/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/tyra-gross-phd-mph/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/erica-anstey-phd-ma-clc/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/robena-hill-3/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/simone-esho-mph/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/laurel-gourrier/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/melissa-hannajd-mba/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/kenn-harris/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/devon-gilinger-mphchesclc/
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Speakers
{Click each name to read full bio}

Lauren O'Connor, MPH, CLC
Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC)

Malaika Ludman, MPH, CLC

Birthmark Doulas

Danielle Jackson

Birth Stories in Color

Adrian Jones

UW Health/March for Moms

Rochelle Logan, 
DrPH, MPH, CHES

Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) 

Esther McCant, 
CD, CLC, HBCE

Metro Mommy Agency

K'Lynn Mitchell, RDN

CinnaMoms - PHFE WIC

Celestine Ofori-Parku
University of California,

 San Francisco

Amber Pendergraph-Leak,
CD, CHW, CMA, CLC

BirthMatters

Nasheeda Pollard, MPH, IBCLC

Lactation Goddess

Amelia Psmythe Seger 
U.S. Breastfeeding Committee

(USBC)

Dottie Schell, BS, RN, CLC, CBE
PA  Chapter American Academy 

of Pediatrics

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG

https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/lauren-oconnor-mph-clc/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/malaika-ludman-mph-clc/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/danielle-jackson/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/adrian-jones/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/rochelle-logan-drph-mph-ches/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/rochelle-logan-drph-mph-ches/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/rochelle-logan-drph-mph-ches/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/esther-mccant-cd-clc-hbce/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/esther-mccant-cd-clc-hbce/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/esther-mccant-cd-clc-hbce/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/klynn-mitchell-rdn/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/celestine-ofori-parku/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/amber-pendergraph-leak-cddona-chw-cma-clc/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/nasheeda-pollard-mph-ibclc/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/amelia-psmythe-seger/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/amelia-psmythe-seger/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/dottie-schell-bs-rn-clc-cbe/


Speakers
{Click each name to read full bio}
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Eboni Williams, CD

BirthMatters

Monesha Woods, M.A.
Black Mothers' 

Breastfeeding Association

Ronietra Stewart, RDN, IBCLC

CinnaMoms - PHFE WIC

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG

https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/eboni-williams-cd-dona/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/monesha-woods-2/
https://blackmothersbreastfeeding.org/directory/ronietra-stewart-rdn-ibclc/


"For more than 2 years,
 we have worked with a diverse group

of Black leaders and families to
develop an institute centering 
the Black experience in birth,
breastfeeding & leadership. 

We look forward to sharing that
expert knowledge with you." 

-Kiddada Green, 
Founding Executive Director, 

Black Mothers' 
Breastfeeding Association

APPLY TODAY!
       Deadline: October 7, 2022

1
2

Black Mothers' 
Breastfeeding Association

institute.bmbfa.org/apply

institute@bmbfa.org

(800) 313-6141

institute.bmbfa.org/faq

Official  Partners of the  Birth & Breastfeeding Leadership InstituteSupported by

Black Mothers’
Breastfeeding
Association’s Birth &
Breastfeeding
Leadership Institute
is  a virtual national
leadership
development program
designed to advance
community-level
leadership for racial
justice and equity in
maternal-child-
health.*






EASY. EFFECTIVE. EFFICIENT. ENGAGING.

The Virtual Community
for Parent Clubs brighthub.bmbfa.org

BRIGHTHUB.BMBFA.ORG
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H E L P  U S  S U P P O R T
B L A C K  M A M A S  &

B A B I E S
C r e a t e  a  F a c e b o o k
f u n d r a i s e r  t o d a y !

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R
G E N E R O S I T Y !

Visit
Facebook.com/Fundraiser

Select "non-profit" and
search for Black Mothers'

Breastfeeding Association

Click "CREATE" and share
with family and friends!

O r  v i s i t  
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

f u n d / B M B F A

1
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Platinum Sponsors
2
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We appreciate the generosity of our sponsors! 



Gold Sponsors
2
8We appreciate the generosity of our sponsors! 



Silver Sponsor
2
9We appreciate the generosity of our sponsors! 



Kindred Sponsors
3
0

We appreciate the generosity of our sponsors! 



Erica Davis
Kiddada Green
Robena Hill
Avonlea Rickerson
Taylor Mobley 
Crystal Tennille Irby 
Iman Traore
Monesha Woods

2022 Conference
Planning Committee

BLACKMOTHERSBREASTFEEDING.ORG
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http://www.infinityconsultingservices.com/

